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Roscoe,  Illinois,  May  10,  1928 

The  second  edition  of  the  Atwood  Family  Associa¬ 
tion  book  is  being  issued  after  a  considerable  search 
for  complete  records. 

The  first  book  was  issued  in  1917  by  the  officers, 
primarily  through  the  untiring  efforts  of  our  Secre¬ 
tary.  Nellie  Emerson  Eldredge,  to  whom  we  owe  a 
great  debt  for  as  perfect  a*  record  as  was  possible  at 
'■*  '  that  time. 

Most  families  have  responded  with  their  records 
in  splendid  manner. 

Those  who  have  not  been  able  to  greet  the  Atwood 
Clan  will  have  to  stretch  their  imagination  to  picture 
the  scenes  recorded,  but  with  the  aid  of  the  picture, 
one  fancies  the  log  cabin,  then  the  frame  house,  the 
stone  house  as  first  built,  then  with  addition  as  shown, 
later  which  was  remodeled  as  we  see  it  today,  a  fine 
big  country  home  adequate  of  storing  a  young  army, 
which  was  done  at  the  60ch  anniversary  at  which 
time,  Cousin  Arvilla  states,  “that  the  14  brothers  and 
sisters  with  their  parents,  besides  grandchildren  and 
others  staved  over  nite  under  the  roof  the  first  time  it 
had  ever  occured.” 

The  sketches  will  tell  somewhat  of  the  family  cus¬ 
toms,  among  which  one  has  been  related  by  Arvilla,  of 

I 

the  family  three  seated  vehicle  which  took  a  goodly 
portion  of  the  family  regularly  to  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Rockton  and  in  which  place  the  burial  lot  is  also 
located.  One  sees  there  the  stones  of  Patten  and  Anna 
Brooks  Atwood,  Philip  and  Eliza  Atwood,  Willis  and 
Etheridge,  their  sons,  Mrs.  Lydia  Curry,  mother  of 
Aunt  Eliza  Atwood,  and  Mr.  Burger  who  worked  with 
them  for  years,  coming  from  Canada  in  1843,  passing 
away  in  the  home  in  1857  at  the  age  of  89  years.  The 
lot  being  purchased  to  lay  away  Mr.  Burger. 
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The  “Old  Homestead”  is  still  in  the  family,  com¬ 
ing  to  Melvin  at  the  death  of  his.  father  in  1926  ancl 
at  which  place  they  pass  the  summers  in  a  cottage,  by 
the  cottonwood  so  much  spoken  of,  down  by  the  river. 

This  occasion  reminds  us  that  from  Sussanna's 
death  in  1831,  there  was  an  unbroken  line  Hr  59 
years  in  this  large  family ;  until  the  death  of  the 
mother  in  1890. 

The  recent  death  of  Uncle  John  (LeMars,  Iowa) 
Atwood’s  widow,  Mary,  March  21,  1928,  leaves  but 
one  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Joseph  Atwood  and  one  brother, 
Patten  to  whom  we  dedicate  this  book. 

The  quotation  “Go  West  and  Build  up  the 
Country”  was  well  carried  out  in  the  past  few  genera¬ 
tions  in  various  branches.  Of  ancestor  Jos  ph  who 
was  one  of  13  children,  his  children  produced  large 
families  from  11  to  17.  Of  Grandfather  Patten’s  twin 
daughters  there  were  born  134  direct  descendants 
since  their  birth  in  1830. 

A  noteworthy  record  is  made  of  Aunt  Annie  Wil¬ 
son’s  two  pairs  of  twins,  her  son  Charles  Wilson  one 
pair,  a  grandaughter  Mamie  Peterson’s  one  pair,  a 
grandson,  Clifford  Wilson’s  triplet  boys  adding  con¬ 
siderably  to  the  Wilson  family.  The  Montgomery 
twins,  daughters  of  Carrie  Atwood,  are  a  popular  pair 
at  Reunions,  well  worth  mentioning. 

What  to  eliminate  as  well  as  what  to  include  has 
been  difficult  but  hoping  this  may  meet  with  general 
approval  of  all. 

Secretary  Jennie  Belshaw  Richardson 

Book  Committee:  Patten  B.  Atwood 

Nellie  E.  Eldredire 


John  A.  Atwood 
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1886 


Patten  Atwood 

Jan  11,  1805 

Anna  Brooks 


March  20,  1808 


June  2, 


July  30,  1890 


Married  Feb.  14,  1826 
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Memorable  Occasions 

Monday  Feb.  15,  188b 

This  printed  account  of  Patten  and  Anna  At¬ 
wood's  60th  wedding  anniversary,  will  give  the 
younger  members  of  the  family  a  little  insight  into 
the  long  ago. 

Last  Saturday  a  Register  reporter,  with  75  other 
invited  guests,  assembled  at  the  Deacon  Atwood  home¬ 
stead  in  Owen,  the  occasion  being  the  sixtieth  wedding 
anniversary  of  the  venerable  pair,  on  Sunday,  Feb¬ 
ruary  14.  Although  the  roads  were  well  nigh  impass¬ 
ible  and  the  skies  dark  and  forbidding,  the  joy  of 
meeting  at  this  truly  remarkable  family  reunion,  the 
memories  it  recalled,  and  the  hearty  welcome  with 
which  we  were  greeted,  fully  repaid  us  for  our  efforts 
in  being  present.  Thinking  perhaps,  a  brief  sketch  of 
these  aged  patriarchs,  their  family,  their  home  and 
their  reunions  would  be  interesting  to  many  of  the 
readers  of  the  Register,  prompts  me  to  send  you  the 
following : 

Mr.  Patten  Atwood  was  born  in  New  Hampshire 
in  1805,  and  Anna  Brooks  in  Canada  in  1808.  By 
some  mysterious  and  strange  combination  of  circum¬ 
stances  they  were  permitted  to  meet;  a  mutual  at¬ 
tachment  was  formed  and  on  February  14th,  1826, 
they  were  united  in  wedlock,  and  it  is  well  worthy  of 
record,  in  these  days  of  frequent  divorces,  and  the 
easy  setting  aside  of  the  marriage  vow,  that  for  sixty 
long  years,  through  shadows  and  sunshine,  in  adver¬ 
sity  and  prosperity,  their  love  and  regard  for  each 
other  has  increased,  and  today,  as  they  are  nearing 
the  setting  sun  of  their  earthly  existence  they  have 
no  more  cause  for  regret,  that  in  early  life  their 
hearts,  interests  and  fortunes  were  linked  together. 

In  1839  thev  moved  to  this  county  and  a  year 

later  settled  on  a  farm  which  thev,  with  their  son 
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Philip,  now  occupy,  situated  most  beautifully  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Rock  River,  nine  miles  north  of 
Rockford.  It  is  a  fertile  farm  of  400  acres,  with 
large  and  comfortable  improvements.  The  stone  with 
which  the  house  is  built  was  quarried  on  the  farm 
and  many  of  them  laid  by  Mr.  Atwood's  own  hands. 
While  attending  the  party  we  measured  a  cottonwood 
tree  growing  on  the  farm  over  which  Mr.  Atwood  has 
guided  the  plow  and  which  has  grown  from  a  seed 
within  45  years.  It  is  100  feet  high  and  16  feet  in 
circumference  seven  feet  from  the  ground.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Atwood  15  children  have  been  born,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  it  is  now  more  than  50 
years  since  the  death  angel  has  entered  his  family 
circle  and  removed  one  of  its  number.  They  have 
also  49  grandchildren  and  31  great  granchildren,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  94  living  descendents.  Of  the  14  child¬ 
ren  living,  8  reside  in  Winnebago  County,  4  in  Iowa, 
one  in  Wisconsin  and  one  in  Kansas.  They  were  all 
at  home,  ate  together  with  their  parents  about  the 
same  table.  All  lodged  last  Saturday  night  under  the 
same  roof,  and  all  met  toegther  in  Rockford  today  to 
have  their  pictures  taken  in  a  group.  The  children's 
combined  ages  is  679  years,  an  average  of  48V2 
years,  and  their  combined  weight  as  tested  by  a  set  of 
Fairbanks'  scales  is  2,100,  or  an  average  of  150 
pounds.  Nearly  all  the  family  are  engaged  in  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits  and  their  acres  are  numbered  by  no 
less  than  4,000.  But  we  would  not  estimate  the  worth 
of  the  family  by  their  dollars  and  cents,  by  their  lands 
or  their  merchandise,  by  the  number  of  pounds  they 
tip  the  balance.  They  are  all  worthy  members  of  so¬ 
ciety.  Nearly  all  are  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  their  father  for  45  years  has  been  a 
member,  and  filled  the  office  of  deacon  and  of  which 
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their  mother  lias  been  a  communicant  for  62  years. 
None  of  them  use  intoxicating*  liquors  in  any  form  as 
a  beverage,  or  tobacco.  All  are  Republicans  to  the 
core,  and  all  are  at  peace  and  harmony  one  with 
another.  They  are  all  married,  and  the  husbands 
and  wives  are  all  living.  All  with  their  father  and 
mother  are  in  good  health  with  their  reasoning  facul¬ 
ties  unimparied. 

Deacon  Atwood  has  long  made  the  Bible  his  daily 
study,  and  as  a  Bible  student  has  few  equals.  He  lias 
read  the  Scriptures  through,  forty  times  by  rote,  an 
average  of  once  every  vear  for  forty  years,  besides  all 
of  his  miscellaneous  reading.  The  128th  Psalm  has 

o 

long  been  to  him  as  a  divine  promise  with  its  fulfill¬ 
ment,  and  is  to  him  a  favorite  selection. 

Aside  from  the  six  sons  and  eight  daughters  who 
met  at  the  old  homestead,  there  were  also  a  goodly 
number  of  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren, 
and  several  old  neighbors,  some  of  whom  had  been 
intimate  friends  for  nearly  half  a  century.  An  elo- 
quent  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Phelps,  of 
Rockton,  who  also  invoked  the  divine  blessing,  and  a 
poem  written  by  Rev.  I.  P.  Patch,  of  LeMars,  Iowa, 
was  read  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Atwood.  The  dinner,  which 
was  then  served,  was  bountiful  and  faultless,  and  as 
we  remained  and  partook  of  supper  and  breakfast, 
and  the  supply  of  provisions  did  not  seem  to  grow 
less,  we  conclude  that  the  resources  of  those  who  had 
the  management  of  that  important  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  are  inexhaustible.  A  pair  of  large,  elegantly 
upholstered  chairs  were  presented  by  the  children, 
and  a  number  of  other  gifts  were1  given  by  those  pres¬ 
ent  as  tokens  of  respect  and  friendship.  After  din¬ 
ner  Father  Atwood  feelingly  referred  to  God’s  good¬ 
ness  in  permitting  the  family  all  to  gather  again 
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about  the  old  hearthstone,  and  expressed  the  wish 
that  they  might  all  meet,  an  unbroken  family  in 
heaven.  Other  short  addresses  were  made  and  many 

c/ 

interesting  reminiscenes  were  told  of  pioneer  life  and 
of  the  changes  wrought  in  the  lifetime  of  our  aged 
host  and  hostess.  The  day  was  one  that  will  long 
be  remembered  by  all  present  as  one  of  the  most  en¬ 
joyable  they  ever  experienced. 

Your  humble  reporter  in  conclusion  would  sav: 
Long  live  the  Atwood  family,  and  may  their  numbers 
never  grow  less,  nor  the  honored  name  of  their  sire  be 
brought  into  reproach  by  any  act  of  his  descendants. 

John  A.  Atwood 
Editor  of  the  Stillman  Valley  Graphic, 

and  Nephew  of  Couple 

January  2,  1905 — Various  gatherings  have  no 

doubt  been  held  from  time  to  time  but  at  no  stated 
times.  Just  fifty  enjoyed  the  day  at  the  old  ‘'Pick¬ 
ard  Homestead"  in  Harlem,  Illinois  when  upon  invi¬ 
tation  from  Cousins  Bert  and  Franc  we  gathered  from 
Afton,  Wis.,  Roscoe,  Rockton,  Rockford,  Pecatoniea 
and  Harlem,  Ill.,  previous  to  their  departure  for  Nas¬ 
hua,  Iowa  to  make  their  home. 

January  1,  1906 — Invitations  to  gather  at  the  “Old 
Homestead'’  at  Uncle  Philip  and  Aunt  Eliza  Atwood's 
with  Cousin  Melvin  and  new  wife  Grace,  as  co-hosts 
met  with  a  splendid  response.  A  picnic  dinner  was 
held,  a  program  given  and  a  general  good  time  enjoy¬ 
ed.  Uncle  Philips  left  the  farm  during  the  spring, 
Melvin  remaining  until  1908.  The  farm  has  since  been 
leased. 

July  4,  1911 — The  Atwoods  met  at  the  invitation  of 
LTncle  Philip  and  Uncle  Patten  and  families  at  210- 
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212  North  First  St.,  Rockford  for  a  family  gathering. 
Picnic  dinner  at  noon  was  served  between  the  houses 
under  a  canopy.  It  was  thought  well  to  organize 
which  was  done  with  the  following  officers  being  el¬ 
ected  :  President,  Fred  Pickard,  Sec.  and  Treas.  Nellie 
Eldredge.  Eleven  brother  and  sisters  were  present. 
The  reunions  will  occur  annually  as  voted. 

June  21,  1921 — A  real  memorable  occasion  was  the 
reunion  in  which  Cousin  Andrew  Wilson  of  Mt.  Au¬ 
burn,  Iowa,  took  as  his  second  wife,  Miss  Martha  Hall. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  before  the  gathered  clan 
by  Rev.  Wm.  Montgomery  of  Manchester,  Iowa  and 
the  wedding  music  played  by  the  Montgomery  family 
orchestra.  (Strictly  all  in  the  family.) 

June  30,  1925 — Arvilla  Andrus,  only  daughter  of 
Aunt  Sally,  celebrated  the  50th  anniversary  of  her 
marriage  to  Deacon  John  A.  Atwood  of  Rockford. 
This  event  followed  soon  after  the  annual  reunion  in 
Iowa.  A  luncheon  was  served  the  relatives  and  few 
close  friends  at  noon  following  which  they  gathered 
under  a  canopy  for  the  afternoon  in  the  yard.  The 
couple  then  held  open  house  to  their  many  friends.  A 
program  was  given  and  many  wonderful  gifts  were 
received  by  the  couple. 


June  30,  1927 — The  reunion  at  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
Willard  Hall  being  the  29-30th  brought  us  again  to  the 
observance  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  A.  Atwoods  anniver¬ 
sary.  The  guests  presented  them  a  souvenir  spoon  of 
Waterloo.  Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  of  the 
Grandfathers  and  Grandmothers  04th  year  together, 
of  their  daughter  Sally  who  was  spared  nearly  (i4 
years  with  her  husband  Joel  Andrus  and  who  were 
parents  of  Mrs.  Arvilla  (John)  Atwood,  who  have  now 
reached  their  52nd  year  together. 
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ATWOOD  REUNION 

June  30,  1927 

Dear  ones  gathered  for  reunion, 

Greetings  to  you,  one  and  all ; 

Hoary  heads  and  prattling  children, 
Maidens  fair  and  youth's  grown  tall 
Atwoods  gathered  here  together, 

From  the  triplets  to  Uncle  Joe, 

For  own  folks  and  home  folks, 

Are  the  very  best  you  know. 

Here  are  mingled  joy  and  sadness, 

Easy  laughter — easy  tears, 

As  we  each  recall  our  memories 
Backward,  backward,  through  the  years; 

Each  year  takes  some  dear  one  from  us 

%/ 

Travelers  to  that  other  shore, 

There  they  wait  the  great  reunion, 
Uniting  us  forevermore. 

Mothers,  fathers,  sisters,  brothers, 

Aunts  and  uncles,  cousins  dear, 

Tho?  we  wander  far  between  times 
Yet  we  gather  here  each  year; 

First  in  roll  call  come  our  elders, 

Dear  Aunt  Lizzie  and  Uncle  Joe, 
Dependent  now  each  on  the  other, 

Then  Uncle  Patten  too  you  know. 
Wilsons,  Atwoods  and  Montgomerys 
The  Eldredges — both  Nellie  and  Fred 
Belshaws,  Pickards  and  the  Myers, 

Down  the  list  till  all  are  said, 

Gathered  one  and  all  together, 

For  morning  prayers  or  friendly  chat, 
Just  one  family  now  we  gather, 

Atwood,  please  remember  that. 
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Dear  ones,  gathered  for  reunion, 

What ’ere  the  years  may  bring  to  you, 

Of  wealth  or  fame  or  joy  or  sorrow 
To  our  traditions,  each  be  true. 

And  no  matter  where  you  roam, 

This  I  know  you’ll  find  is  so, 

That  own  folks  and  home  folks, 

Are  the  very  best  you  know. 

— Ruth  Morrison  Fullerton 

Rockford,  Iowa. 

Written  while  enroute  to  reunion. 


September  5,  1927 — Only  one  other  couple  ‘ ‘ Uncle 
Joseph  and  Lizzie  Gleasman  Atwood  have  been  cele¬ 
brants  of  their  50th  anniversary,  which  was  passed 
informally  owing  to  advanced  age  and  ill  health. 

April  28,  1928 — Forty  relatives  of  Fred  and  Nellie 
Eldredge  met  to  surprise  the  former  on  their  25th  an¬ 
niversary  on  Saturday  afternoon  the  27th.  Fred,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Atwood  Family  Association  this  year,  with 
Nellie,  former  Secretary  of  the  Association  so  many 
years  were  presented  a  handsome  floor  lamp.  A  pro¬ 
gram  of  music  was  given  informally  after  the  picnic 
supper. 
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Old  Homestead  of  Patten  and  Anna  B.  Atwood 
before  present  remodeling1 
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History  of  the  Atwood  Family 

It  is  an  interesting  study  to  go  back  through  the 
musty  records  of  the  past  and  trace  the  story  of  the 
lives  of  our  ancestory.  It  is  pleasant  to  know  some¬ 
thing  of  what  they  accomplished  in  their  day  and  gen- 
erataion,  especially  as  in  the  case  of  ours,  when  we 
find  nothing  to  their  discredit  and  so  much  that  is 
worthy  of  emulation  and  commendation.  I  am  glad 
of  this  opportunity  of  contributing  something  to  this 
permanent  record,  and  if  others,  who  can,  will  glean 
from  their  memory’s  pages,  they  too  will  be  able  to 
give  as  much  along  this  line  that  will  be  as  thrilling 
as  a  romance,  and  as  fascinating  as  a  fairy  tale, 
though  true  in  every  particular. 

Patten  Atwood,  our  father,  grandfather,  great¬ 
grandfather,  and  pioneer  ancester,  was  a  son  of  Joseph 
and  Polly  Atwood,  who  were  of  Puritanical  stock  and 
natives  of  New  England.  He  was  born  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Alexandria,  Grafton  Co.,  New  Hampshire.  His 
father  was  born  on  April  8,  1756,  twenty  years  before 
the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  American  Indepen¬ 
dence.  He  knew  of  his  personal  knowledge  of  the 
wrongs  and  oppression  that  the  colonists  had  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  and  was  brought  up  in  an  atmosphere 
where  the  people  longed  for  freedom.  While  we  know 
but  little  of  his  early  history  you  will  find  on  pages 
49,  171  and  252  of  a  book  entitled  “Connecticut  Men 
in  the  Revolution"  that  Joseph  Atwood  enlisted  as  a 
private  soldier,  on  May  7,  1775,  and  was  mustered  out 
on  December  18,  1775,  having  served  7  months  and  11 
days  in  the  6th  company  of  the  2nd  Regiment  of  Con¬ 
necticut  Volunteers,  which  period  covers  the  date  of 
the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  enlisted  a  second  time 
on  May  26,  1777,  for  a  term  of  8  months,  and  a  third 
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time  August  18,  1780,  and  was  finally  discharged  Dec. 
4,  1780,  this  last  enlistment  being  in  the  9th  Connecti¬ 
cut  Regiment,  commanded  by  Col.  S.  B.  Webb.  He 
thus  had  to  his  credit  nineteen  months  of  military 
service  as  a  Continental  soldier,  placing  his  life  on 
the  altar  of  his  country,  in  the  great  struggle  for 
American  Liberty.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Ruth 
Cross,  and  was  celebrated  February  16,  1779,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  time  which  intervened  between  his  second  and 
third  enlistments.  At  this  time  he  was  23  vears  old, 

%j  / 

his  bride  four  vears  his  senior,  the  date  of  her  birth 
being  June  18,  1752.  They  lived  together  most  hap¬ 
pily  for  21  years,  when*  she  died  on  Dec.  6,  1830, 

leaving  no  children. 

We  would  suggest  in  passing  that  it  is  a  splendid 
testimonial  to  the  many  good  qualities  of  this  noble 
woman,  who  more  than  a  century  ago  passed  to  her 
reward,  that  but  three  months  were  allowed  to  elapse 
after  her  death,  when  the  bereaved  husband  again  em¬ 
barked  on  the  sea  of  matrimony.  The  name  of  his 
second  bride  was  Polly  Powers,  and  it  mav  be  that  the 
couplet  “ Polly  put  the  kettle  on  and  well  all  take 
tea,”  had  its  origin  in  their  family.  She  is  said  to 
have  been  a  woman  of  rare  beauty,  culture  and  re- 
finement,  and  this  may  be  the  secret  of  the  source  of 
the  good  looks  and  amiable  qualities  of  my  uncles, 
aunts,  and  cousins,  for  you  do  all  “look  mighty  good 
to  me,”  She  was  born  October  19,  1771  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Nahum  Powers,  whose  birth  dates  away 
back  to  April  11,  1741.  The  marriage  of  Joseph  At¬ 
wood  and  Polly  Powers  was  celebrated  on  March  5, 
1801.  At  this  time  she  was  almost  30  years  old  and 
nearing  that  interesting  point  in  life  when  the  girls 
begin  to  feel  just  a  little  anxious  as  to  whether  or  not 
they  are  doomed  to  become  old  maids.  Leap  year  had 
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just  passed  when  the  unexpected  though  happy  op¬ 
portunity  came  for  her  to  change  her  name  and  condi¬ 
tion  in  life  and  become,  like  many  others  who  have 
lived  after  her,  a  Mrs.  Atwood.  It  was  a  case  of  love 
at  first  sight,  and  a  long  courtship  was  very  properly 
dispensed  with.  The  proud  and  frisky  bridegroom  was 
at  the  date  of  his  marriage  lacking  but  a  month  of  46 
years  of  age,  and  the  union  proved  to  be  a  happy  and 
fruitful  one.  To  them  were  born  a  family  of  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows : 
Irene,  Joseph,  Patten,  Lura,  Candace,  Ira  and  Alfred. 

They  are  all  gone  now,  but  the  influence  of  their 
lives  extends  to  many  generations,  and  we  do  well  to 
pause  for  a  moment  today,  and  consider  the  obliga¬ 
tions  we  sustain  to  them,  and  pay  them  the  tribute  of 
our  love  and  grateful  homage. 

In  those  early  years,  large  families  were  consider¬ 
ed  quite  fashionable,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  in  pass¬ 
ing,  that  fifty-seven  children  were  born  in  the  four 
families  of  these  brothers  and  sisters,  as  follows: 

To  Grandfather  Atwood — 15  children. 

To  Uncle  Joseph  Atwood — 14  children. 

To  Aunt  Candace  Wilson — 17  children. 

To  Aunt  Lura  Warner — 11  children. 


It  is  also  true  that  nearly  all  these  children  grew 
to  maturity,  and  many  of  them  are  still  living,  and 
ranging  in  age  from  60  to  85  years.  Even  some  of 
the  grandchildren,  like  myself,  are  beginning  to  feel 
the  weight  of  many  years  and  are  no  longer  children, 
unless  it  be  true  that  we  have  entered  that  period  of 
life  know  as  second  childhood. 

This  early  Atwood  family  continued  to  reside  in 
New  England  until  the  year  1816,  when  they  moved 
to  Canada,  taking  their  few  worldly  goods  and  their 
six  children  with  them,  Baby  Alfred  having  been  laid 
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away.  They  were  of  the  true  type  of  the  sturdy  pio¬ 
neer  who  carried  civilization  to  frontier  settlements, 
and  blazed  the  way  for  others  to  follow.  They  be¬ 
lieved  that  there  was  a  better  place  to  bring*  up  their 
boys  and  girls  than  on  the  stony  hillsides  and  sterile 
soil  of  New  Hampshire.  So  they  journeyed  on,  not 
knowing*  whither  they  went,  until  they  finally  halted 
in  what  was  then  a  dense  wilderness,  but  is  now  the 
garden  spot  of  Canada.  He  they  budded  their  log 
cabin,  established  a  humble  home  and  erected  their 
family  altar.  They  studied  the  Bible,  and  taught  their 
little  ones  those  things  that  in  the  rush,  and  hurry, 
and  worry  of  these  modern  times  are  too  often  neg¬ 
lected,  and  sometimes  entirely  forgotten.  It  is  from 
an  old  family  Bible,  now  more  than  100  years  old  in 
our  possession  at  Stillman,  that  was  read  morning  and 
evening  in  that  cabin  home,  that  many  of  the  things  I 
have  been  telling  you  this  afternoon  have  been  glean¬ 
ed.  Its  well-worn  pages  give  abundant  evidence  that 
it  was  kept,  not  as  an  ornament  on  the  center  table, 
but  was  daily  read  and  prized  as  the  Bock  of  Books. 

Four  years  pass  with  only  those  routine  cares  and 
humdrum  experiences  that  are  incident  to  pioneer 
life.  The  children,  fed  on  plain  and  substantial  food, 
are  growing  strong  and  some  of  the  comforts  of  life 
for  which  the  parents  have  toiled  and  sacrificed  are 
just  within  their  reach,  when  at  the  close  of  an  ill- 
fated  day,  the  husband  and  father  is  brought  home  in 
a  helpless  condition,  the  victim  of  a  terrible  accident. 
While  assisting  a  neighbor  to  raise  the  frame  of  a  barn, 
he  was  fatally  hurt  by  being  struck  by  a  falling  tim¬ 
ber.  After  eleven  long  and  weary  months  of  patient 
suffering,  he  gathered  his  loved  ones  about  him,  and 
giving  each  a  word  of  counsel  and  an  affectionate 
good-bye,  he  commended  them  to  the  loving  care  of 
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Him  who  doeth  all  things  well,  and  then  “slept  the 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking,”  the  spirit  taking  its 
flight  from  its  tenement  of  clay  on  April  9th,  1821,  he 
having  reached  the  age  of  65  years  and  1  day. 

The  faithful  wife,  with  a  devotion  to  her  children 
that  was  beautiful,  a  courage  that  was  undaunted, 
and  a  faith  that  was  inspiring,  took  up  the  task  that 
the  husband  and  father  had  left  unfinished,  and  car¬ 
ried  it  forward  successfully,  thus  redeeming  the  prom¬ 
ise,  “My  grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  thee."  Five 
vcars  more  she  labored  on,  and  has  lived  to  see  her 
children  reach  an  age  when  they  were  all  independent 
and  self-supporting.  Several  of  them  had  gone  out 
from  beneath  the  parental  roof,  had  married  and  es¬ 
tablished  new  homes  for  themselves.  Among  them 
was  Grandfather  Patten  Atwood,  who  was  wedded 
Feb.  14,  1826,  a  little  more  than  six  months  before  the 
eleatli  of  his  faithful  mother,  which  occured  Sept.  9, 
1826. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  time  of  birth,  place 
of  birth,  and  date  of  marriage  of  Patten  Atwood,  our 
patron  saint.  Let  me  repeat :  Patten  Atwood  and 
Anna  Brooks  were  joined  in  marriage  on  St.  Valen¬ 
tine's  Day,  Feb.  14,  1826.  At  this  time  he  had  just 
passed  his  twenty-first  birthday,  and  was  looking  out 
upon  life,  full  of  hope  and  promise.  His  blushing  bride 
was  born  March  20,  1808,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Lydia  Brooks,  whose  maiden  name  was  Lydia 
Simmons.  It  will  be  observed  that  she  lacked  a  month 
of  being  18  years  old  on  her  wedding  day.  Our 
young  folks  will  be  interested  to  know  how  they  spent 
their  honeymoon.  I  will  tell  you.  Very  soon  after 
their  marriage  they  went  to  housekeeping  in  the  home 
of  her  parents,  while  the  old  folks  improved  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  going  away  on  a  sort  of  a  wedding  tour 
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to  New  Jersey,  where  the  mother  formerly  resided,  and 
where  she  had  not  visited  in  many  years.  Remember, 
it  was  the  middle  of  February  when  they  started  on 
their  long  journey  with  horses  and  sleigh.  When  the 
snow  was  gone  they  abandoned  the  sleigh  by  the  way- 
side,  and  continued  their  journey  on  horseback.  They 
visited  relatives  and  friends  in  the  States  for  several 
months  and  collected  some  money  that  was  due  her 
from  an  estate.  The  Spring  was  far  advanced  when 
they  returned  to  Canada,  coming  home  by  the  over- 
land  route  with  the  team  and  a  new  wagon,  which 
they  had  bought  in  New  Jersey. 

For  two  or  three  years  after  their  marriage  grand¬ 
father  and  grandmother  made  their  home  on  a  farm  in 
Dunage,  Canada,  where  they  engaged  in  farming, 
keeping  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  few  cows,  some  sheep  and 
poultry.  It  was  here  that  mother  and  Uncle  Henry 
were  born.  Then,  in  response  to  an  urgent  demand, 
he  moved  across  the  Thames  river  to  the  Long  Woods 
in  Exford  township,  some  twenty  miles  distant,  where 
he  built  a  saw  mill  and  a  grist  mill.  In  fording  the 
river,  to  go  to  their  new  home,  the  wagon  was  upset 
and  the  family  narrowly  escaped  drowning.  Some  of 
their  effects  were  lost  out ;  the  Family  Bible,  thorough¬ 
ly  soaked,  was  saved.  The  mills  were  built  on  a  small 
stream,  which  furnished  the  necessary  power.  Here 
the  settlers  brought  their  corn  and  wheat,  and  had 
their  grists  ground  into  meal  and  flour,  many  coming 
a  long  distance  to  have  their  milling  done.  The  fact 
that  grandfather  was  a  miller  exempted  him  from  mil¬ 
itary  service,  and  he  kept  the  mill  running  day  and 
night  and  furnished  supplies  for  both  rebels  and  tories 
and  their  families,  during  the  insurrection  known  in 
history  as  the  Canadian  Rebellion,  in  1834.  Our  folks 
suffered  much  from  plunder  parties  and  marauding 
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bands  that  roamed  through  that  section  of  Canada  in 
those  troublesome  times. 

At  their  Long  Woods  home  in  Exford,  their  next 
seven  children,  Lydia  and  Eliza,  Susannah,  William, 
Candace,  Anna  and  Mary  were  born.  It  was  here  that 
little  Susannah  died,  at  the  age  of  3  years  and  8 
months,  and  was  tenderly  laid  away  in  a  little  c:me- 
tery  on  a  knoll  quite  near  grandfather's  mill  pond  in 
Canada. 


Having  heard  of  this  wonderful  northern  Illinois 
country,  the  spirit  of  the  pioneer  again  took  possession 
of  grandfather  and  grandmother,  and  after  much 
thought  and  planning  they  decided  to  locate  here.  It 
required  no  little  courage  on  their  part  to  break  the 
home  ties  and  sever  the  associations  that  had  united 
them  so  long  and  pleasantly  with  the  people  of  that 
neighborhood,  and  seek  their  fortune  in  a  new  land 
among  strangers.  About  the  middle  of  October,  1831), 
they  loaded  their  eight  children  and  household  effects 
into  two  covered  wagons,  and  with  two  yoke  of  oxen, 
seven  or  eight  cows  and  30  or  40  sheep,  started  on 
their  long,  wearisome  and  perilous  journey.  We  who 
are  accustomed  to  annihilate  time  and  distance  by  rid¬ 
ing  on  swift  moving  railway  trains,  interurban  cars 
and  automobiles,  can  hardly  realize  what  a  journey  of 
this  kind  reallv  meant.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
to  be  covered  at  the  slow,  ploding  pace  of  oxen,  with 
scanty  clothing  and  covering  for  the  children  and  with 
winter  rapidly  approaching,  was  a  condition  that 
confronted  them  that  would  cause  the  stoutest  heart 
to  hesitate. 


But  the  day  comes  for  them  to  start,  the  good-byes 
and  the  good  wishes  are  spoken,  the  stock  is  rounded 
up,  and  the  journey  is  begun.  They  are  accompanied 
by  two  young  men,  one  of  whom  turns  back  when  they 
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have  reached  Detroit.  The  other  remains  with  them 

to  the  end  of  the  journey  and  until  the  next  spring. 

Winter  set  in  early  that  year  and  there  were  many 

bitter  cold  days  in  November.  While  passing  through 

Michigan  the  cows  were  stolen  one  night  by  a  gang  of 

thieves,  causing  a  delay  of  11  days  and  considerable 

worry  and  expense  before  they  were  recovered  and 

the  emigrants  could  continue  their  journey.  During 

this  stay,  grandmother  made  with  her  needle  all  the 

little  girl’s  woolen  dresses.  The  cloth  was  woven 

in  a  hand  loom,  and  John’s  father  did  the  weaving. 

These  dresses  were  cut  in  the  style  of  that  early  day 

and  not  unlike  the  modern  hoble  skirt  of  these  latter 

vears.  Just  think  of  mother  and  Aunt  Eliza  and  Aunt 
«/ 

Anna  wearing  hobble  skirts.  But  they  surely  did — 
more  than  sixty  years  ago. 

I  have  alreadv  referred  to  the  inclement  weather 

they  encountered  day  after  day  in  making  the  journey. 

Some  of  the  davs  were  so  cold  that  it  was  a  difficult 

«/ 

problem  how  to  keep  the  children  from  freezing.  The 
most  effective  plan  seemed  to  be  to  place  the  smallest 
ones  on  a  feather  bed  in  the  bottom  of  the  wagon  box, 
in  the  morning,  cover  them  over  head  and  heels  with 
quilts  and  blankets,  and  at  night  they  would  come  out 
as  lively  as  crickets.  The  country  taverns  along  the 
way,  where  they  were  compelled  to  stop  and  spend 
the  nights  were  far  from  comfortable,  and  in  some  of 
the  places  they  suffered  as  much  from  cold  as  when 
on  the  road.  It  was  at  one  of  these  crowded  road¬ 
houses  that  Aunt  Lydia,  then  a  little  girl  of  nine  years, 
was  pushed  and  fell  against  a  hot  stove  and  burned 
her  hand,  making  a  scar  which  she  carried  to  her 
grave. 

Another  difficult  problem  was  to  secure  sufficient 
food  for  the  stock,  and  the  cows  and  sheep  had  to 


THE  ATWOOD  FAMILY 


24 


pick  their  way  along*  the  road.  When  they  reached 
Chicago,  which  was  then  but  a  small  town,  they  halt¬ 
ed  for  a  little  while,  and  the  cows,  seeing  some  brooms 
in  a  barrel  in  front  of  a  grocery  store,  began  to  eat 
the  broom  corn  brush  of  which  the  brooms  were  made. 
This  proved  rather  expensive  fodder,  as  grandfather 
had  to  purchase  three  or  four  of  the  brooms  which 
were  damaged  to  satisfy  the  angry  merchant,  and 
these  were  the  first  brooms  of  this  kind  they  had  ever 
owned.  The  brooms  thev  had  used  in  Canada  were 
splint  brooms,  made  from  hickory  saplings.  It  was 
while  on  the  road  from  Canada  here,  that  mother  cele¬ 
brated  her  13th  birthday.  Being  the  eldest  of  the 
family,  much  depended  upon  her  in  the  care  of  the 
younger  children.  Besides,  she  and  Uncle  Henry 
walked  a  considerabl  portion  of  the  way,  and  helped 
to  drive  the  cattle  and  sheep,  rather  a  weary  task  for 
children  of  their  tender  years. 


The  night  following  Dec.  1,  1839,  was  spent  at 
Newberg,  northeast  of  Cherry  Valley,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  next  day  they  started  again,  having  Peca- 
tonica  as  their  objective  point.  Coming  down  the  hill 
where  is  now  located  East  State  Street  in  Rockford, 
they  met  Elder  Sayers,  a  Baptist  missionary  on  foot 
going  to  Belvidere  to  preach.  He  told  grandfather  it 
would  be  impossible  to  cross  the  river,  though  frozen 
over,  was  dangerous  even  for  a  footman  to  venture  on 
the  ice.  This  caused  the  caravan  to  change  its  course 
and  journey  up  the  river.  When  near  Knightsville,  a 
Mr.  William  Mead,  riding  on  horseback,  overtook 
them,  and  a  tentative  arrangement  was  made  for 
grandfather  and  family  to  spend  the  winter  at  his 
home  near  the  Andrew  Lovejoy  farm,  though  their 
log  house  was  located  nearer  the  river  than  the  pres¬ 
ent  Lovejoy  home. 
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It  was  quite  late  in  the  evening'  of  that  cold  Dec¬ 
ember  day,  when  the  tired  travelers  reached  this  farm 
of  Fred  Pickard’s  in  Harlem  township,  then  owned  by 
Mr.  Doolittle,  where  they  tarried  for  the  night.  It  ap¬ 
peals  to  me  as  perfectly  fitting  that  we  should  hold 
this  reunion  at  the  place  where  grandfather  and  his 
family  spent  their  first  night  in  Winnebago  County. 
These  new  found  friends  were  very  kind,  and  Mrs. 
Doolittle  prepared  for  her  stranger  visitors  an  appet¬ 
izing  supper,  and  mother  remembers  very  distinctly 
some  of  the  good  things  on  the  bill  of  fare  of  that 
evening  meal. 

The  next  day  they  moved  on  up  the  river  to  the 
Mead  farm,  where  they  decided  to  go  into  winter 
quarters,  and  where  sufficient  feed  was  found  for  the 
stock.  The  Mead  loghouse  consisted  of  but  two  rooms, 
vet  it  afforded  shelter  for  the  two  families,  consisting 
of  19  persons,  until  the  following  spring.  The  number 
19  was,  however,  increased  to  20  on  February  26,  1840, 
when  Uncle  Joseph  was  born.  From  the  Mead  farm 
they  mover  to  the  Peter  Mabie  place,  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  which  grandfather  bought,  consisting  of  120 
acres.  Here  he  built  a  log  house,  said  to  be  the  best  at 
that  time  in  that  locality.  The  next  fall  he  traded 
his  farm  for  land  across  the  river,  which  has  been  in 
the  family  ever  since  and  is  now  owned  by  Uncle  Phil¬ 
ip,  and  is  known  as  the  “Old  Homestead.” 

It  was  in  the  fall  of  1840  that  grandfather  moved 
to  the  farm  across  the  river  and  again  settled  in  a  log 
house  near  the  stone  quarry,  where  they  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  before  the  stone  house  was  built. 
Here  four  more  children  were  born,  namely,  Irene, 
Patten,  Harriet,  and  John.  Their  youngest,  Philip, 
was  born  in  the  stone  house.  In  the  old  log  house  was 
celebrated  the  marriage  of  their  eldest  daughter,  Sally, 
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to  Joel  Andrus,  on  Dec.  6,  1843,  Elder  Russell  Brav- 
ton  officiating.  The  following*  spring*  they  moved  to 
his  farm  in  Harlem,  where  their  children  Henry,  Ar- 
villa  and  Frank  were  born.  Henry  was  the  first 
grandchild,  the  date  of  his  birth  bring*  Nov.  4,  1844. 
Henry  was  married  to  Jane  Love,  October  1,  1868,  and 
to  them  were  born  three  children,  Edith,  Claude  and 
James,  the  latter  having  died  in  infancy.  Edith  was 
the  first  great-grandchild.  She  was  born  July  11,  1869, 
and  was  married  to  W.  W.  Scott,  Dec.  6,  1897.  Her 
little  daughter,  Jane  Wilda  Scott,  was  born  March  23, 
1911.  This  completes  a  record  of  seven  generations, 
and  beginning*  with  the  birth  of  Nahum  Powers  in 
1741  and  extending*  down  to  the  present,  covering*  a 
period  of  171  years. 

In  a  sketch  of  this  kind,  much  has  of  necessity 
been  omitted,  for  things  of  interest  might  be  written 
that  would  fill  a  volume. 

I  have,  however,  only  touched  here  and  there  up¬ 
on  incidents  that  I  have  thought  might  be  of  interes", 
but  have  followed  a  connected  line  of  events  running 
through  all  these  years.  In  closing,  permit  me  to  say 
that  among*  the  most  cherished  recollections  of  my 
childhood  days,  was  my  acquaintance  with  Grandfather 
Atwood.  When  I  was  a  little  girl  he  used  to  hold  me 
on  his  knee,  and  caress  me  most  tenderly.  I  did  love 
him,  for  I  knew  that  1  had  in  Grandfather  a  loyal  and 
a  devoted  friend.  My  younger  cousins  lost  much  that 
I  treasure  as  a  sacred  memory  in  not  having  known 
Grandfather  as  I  did,  when  he  was  active  and  strong, 
with  an  elastic  step  and  faculties  that  made  him  the 
peer  of  any  man.  We  do  well  to  honor  his  good  name 
and  imitate  his  worthy  example. 

(Prepared  by  Arvilla  Atwood  for  1912  Reunion) 
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Read  at  1917  Reunion  ■»  •  :  *;  > 

Uncles,  Aunts,  and  Cousins,  Members  of  the  As¬ 
sociation  meeting*  in  honor  of  the  Atwood  name  and 
family:  GREETINGS 

I  am  third  in  senority  among*  all  the  grandchild¬ 
ren  now  living,  Henry  and  Arvilla  Andrus  being*  the 
two  older  than  I ;  as  such  I  pay  my  respects  to  ances¬ 
tors  and  lay  my  humble  tribute  before  their  memory. 
I  knew  Grandfather  Atwood  as  a  patriarch  sitting*  at 

the  door  of  his  habitation  with  his  family  about  him. 

«/ 

His  children  obeyed  him  without  fear  or  question,  re¬ 
specting*  him  as  one  to  whom  honor  was  due,  and 
whom  it  was  a  pleasure  to  consult  and  obey.  As  a 
man  among*  men,  his  word  was  unquestioned  and  his 
advice  respectfully  considered.  Strong,  capable  and 
dignified  but  not  contentious,  forceful  but  not  arbit¬ 
rary,  he  might  easily  have  become  a  power  in  public 
life*. 

He  has  left  a  heritage  beyond  price'  a  family  name 
without  spot  or  blemish.  Nearly  all  avenues  of  life 
are  represented  in  the  family  tree  of  this  “good 
man";  Public  Life  and  Works,  Arts,  Mechanics,  Stu¬ 
dents  and  Journalists,  Workers  all.  Should  we  not  be 
proud  that  we  have  no  drones? 

My  first  recollection  of  Grandfather's  home  was  in 

t/ 

the  old  basement  kitchen,  followed  by  the  building  of 
the  addition  on  the  west  of  the  older  house.  At  time 
of  building*  the  main  part  of  the  home  had  a  fireplace 
which  was  later  closed  up.  Here  they  lived  and 
spread  the  wedding*  feasts  of  William,  Mary,  Irene, 
and  later  Philip  (these  coming  since  I  remember). 
Here  was  celebrated  the  Golden  Wedding,  the  55th 
and  60  anniversaries,  and  other  family  gatherings  as 
we  call  them  which  seem  to  me  now  bright  spots  and 
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fill  the  years  of  my  boyhood.  Many  times  we  met  in 
the  grooves  near  the  river  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 
Great  times  for  all  with  never  a  discordant  note,  all 
joy  and  happiness.  I  remember  wondering*  why  some 
shed  tears  at  parting,  now  I  know  the  desolation  of 
life’s  fondest  hopes.  Only  a  few  short  years  and  our 
grandchildren  will  be  the  Men  and  Women  of  affairs 
and  action. 

Among  the  old  landmarks  now  gone  is  the  wooden 
swing  which  hung  between  two  trees  near  where  the 
railroad  now  spans  the  valley,  gone  for  more  than 
fifty  years  probably.  Also  a  spring  of  pure  water 
bubbling  up  on  an  island  of  gravel  off  the  shore. 
Grandfather  built  a  wall  about  this  which  was  swept 
away  by  a  great  weight  of  ice,  but  doubtless  the  wat¬ 
er  still  bubbles  up  from  the  spring  as  pure  as  of  yore. 

Another  landmark  was  the  great  cotton-wood  tree 
on  the  flat  in  the  pasture.  This  grew  from  a  cutting 
planted  by  Grandfather.  1  measured  it  in  1899  and  it 
was  then  seventeen  feet  six  inches  in  circumference, 
seven  feet  from  the  ground  and  a  hundred  feet  high. 


From  our  old  home  in  Harlem  the  spreading  top  look¬ 
ed  like  a  groove  itself  against  the  background  of  hill 
and  timber  beyond  it. 

From  January  to  April  of  1912  I  spent  the  time 
with  Uncle  John  Atwood  and  family  of  Lamars, 
Iowa.  Of  the  kindness  and  goodness  of  this  man  the 
half  never  can  be  told.  We  talked  together  of  many 
things  of  earlier  days.  He  told  of  events  that  hap¬ 
pened  while  he  was  yet  a  boy.  Told  of  times  when 
Grandfather  held  his  own  against  all  comers  answer¬ 
ing  with  figures  and  facts  concerning  costs  and  val¬ 
ues.  He  was  as  we  would  say  “there  with  the  goods.” 
Uncle  John  said,  “I  felt  proud  of  my  father,”  a 
worthy  tribute  from  a  worthy  sou  to  a  noble  sire. 
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Since  reading*  the  address  given  by  Cousin  Arvilla 
I  am  moved  to  add  to  the  paper  already  in  your 
hands.  Uncle  Phil  conld  probably  give  yon  dates  in 
regard  to  the  spring  and  the  swing.  Grandfather  not 
only  quarried  the  rock  to  bnild  the  house  but  burned 
the  lime.  I  remember  seeing  the  trace  of  fire  on  the 
face  of  the  quarry  where  the  kiln  was  built.  At  that 
time  a  road  ran  bv  the  house,  which  was  later  taken 
up  leaving  the  Homestead  half  a  mile  from  the  road. 
An  incident :  While  the  new  kitchen  was  being  built 
on  the  west,  Grandfather,  the  carpenter,  Uncle  Patten, 
John,  Philip  and  myself  were  shaving  some  wagon 
bows  for  Uncle  Henry  to  go  home  under.  The  car¬ 
penter  had  drawn  some  lines  for  the  partitions,  Uncle 
John  and  I  got  into  a  scuffle,  rolled  on  the  floor  and 
rubbed  out  part  of  the  lines.  In  the  quarry  of 
building  stone,  with  its  deposits  of  sand  and  gravel 
for  this  age  of  concrete  work,  Uncle  Phil  has  a  mine 
of  wealth,  for  agricultural  purposes  and  as  a  soil 
builder  is  in  growing  demand. 

In  conclusion,  the  thought  comes,  “what  is  Life?" 
I  am  Life,  all  that  stands  between  aneestory  and  pos¬ 
terity.  I  am  at  the  present,  the  moment,  between  the 
ever  increasing  history  of  the  past  and  the  never 
ceasing  rush  of  the  future.  This  solemn  thought  may 
have  filled  the  mind  of  Patten  Atwood  as  he  stood, 
the  stalwart  bridegroom  of  his  bride,  Anna  Brooks. 
He  became  the  head  of  a  home,  the  father  of  a  num¬ 
erous  people.  It  might  be  said  of  him  as  it  was  of 
Abraham,  “I  will  make  thee  head  of  a  great  nation, 
thy  seed  shall  be  as  the  leaves  of  the  trees  or  the 
sands  of  the  seashore.  ” 
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I  wish  T  could  meet  with  you  today  and  visit  and 
greet  you  all,  but  I  fear  this  may  never  be.  Greetings 
and  Farewell 

E.  J.  Pickard 
Mabelvale,  Arkansas 


1917 


Henry  B.  Atwood,  eldest  son  of  Patten  Atwood 
and  Anna  Brooks  Atwood,  was  born  in  eastern  Can¬ 
ada  August  24th,  1828.  When  lie  was  eleven  years  the 
family  removed  to  Winnebago  County,  Illinois,  and 
located  on  a  farm  five  miles  south  of  Rockton.  They 
made  the  trip  from  Canada  via  the  overland  unlimited 
ox  team  route.  Young  Henry  (using  the  phrase  of 
the  west)  was  bull  whacker  for  one  of  the  teams. 

Henry  labored  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  reached 
his  majority.  He  had  thirteen  brothers  and  sisters, 
and  it  began  to  look  like  Illinois  could  not  long 
maintain  the  family,  consequently  Henry  thought  it 
best  that  he  be  looking  for  some  of  Uncle  Sam  s  Gov¬ 
ernment  land  in  the  then  “way  out  west  in  Iowa". 
Henry  was  a  sturdy  young  fellow,  though  small  in 
stature,  and  was  chuck  full  of  “I  can".  Some  of  the 
following  data  is  not  just  clear  in  the  writer's  mem¬ 
ory,  but  is  copied  from  data  furnished  by  others.  In 
1850,  with  his  cousin  Ira  Wilson,  with  a  horse  and 
buggy  borrowed  from  Palmer  Pickard  he  started  for 
Iowa.  They  crossed  the  Mississippi  with  a  ferry  boat 
at  Fulton,  landing  at  Lyons  on  the  Iowa  side,  just  a 
mere  place  in  those  early  days,  and  started  to  the 
then  metropolis  of  eastern  Iowa,  Hawntown.  The 
writer  well  remembers  the  old  town  in  a  narrow  val¬ 
ley  hedged  in  by  the  Mississippi  bluffs.  In  those  days 
it  was  in  the  height  of  its  prosperity;  it  contained  a 
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distillery,  a  water  power  grist  mill,  saw  mill,  general 
store  and  post-office,  blacksmith  shop  and  tavern,  a 
place  where  yon  could  quench  your  thirst,  fill  the  in¬ 
ner  man  with  the  necessities  of  life,  or  rest  your  weary 
bones  on  a  straw  tick  on  the  corded  bed  stead.  But 
alas,  Hawntown’s  balmy  days  are  past,  rival  towns, 
that  in  later  days  secured  railroads,  have  unsurpcd 
her  glory.  At  Hawntown  they  learned  of  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  Ira’s  brother-in-law,  Peter  Philip,  who  was 
living  on  a  rented  farm  in  Jackson  County.  Ira  took 
Henry  as  far  as  Manquoket,  from  there  he  walked  to 
Cedar  Rapids  looking  for  Government  land,  but  did 
not  find  any,  but  saw  the  country.  Henry  proved 
himself  quite  a  pedestrian,  as  forty  miles  a  day  was 
his  usual  stunt.  On  the  last  day  of  this  hike  he  cov¬ 
ered  forty-five  miles,  but  at  the  end  of  the  day,  when 
striving  to  pass  a  fence  that  blocked  his  way,  he 
found  it  impossible  to  mount  it  in  the  usual  way,  but 
turned  around  and  backed  over  it,  lifting  his  feet  over 
one  at  a  time  with  his  hands.  In  a  week  he  was  back 
at  Philips.  They  returned  to  Illinois  with  the  horse. 
They  ate  their  dinner  near  Mt.  Carroll,  Illinois,  and 
had  their  first  cooked  tomatoes.  The  tomatoes  were 
unsweetened,  and  the  first  taste,  of  the  now  so  pop¬ 
ular  dish,  was  never  forgotten. 

Henry  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  in  1850  receiv¬ 
ing  one-fourth  of  the  crop  as  his  compensation,  and 
started  again  for  Iowa  in  1851,  this  time  on  foot.  He 
reached  Peter  Philip’s  on  April  4th.  Mr.  Philip  had 
located  a  piece  of  Government  land  for  him,  the  SE1/! 
of  Section  30,  Elk  River  Township,  Clinton  County. 
It  snowed  four  inches  on  the  fourth,  and  as  the  creeks 
and  sloughs  were  so  full  of  water  they  were  impass¬ 
able,  he  waited  until  the  sixth  to  start  to  view  the 
land.  They  walked  to  Iowa  City  and  each  pre-empted 
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a  quarter  section,  covering*  forty  miles  a  day  on  this 
trip. 

Henry  cut  logs  in  the  timber  on  Government  land 
and  built  him  a  house,  and  it  is  quite  generally  under¬ 
stood  that  he  did  not  employ  an  architect.  The  dim¬ 
ensions  were  ten  feet  square,  no  windows,  no  chimney 
but  a  hole  in  the  roof  for  the  smoke  to  find  its  way  to 
the  outside.  The  roof  was  covered  with  slabs  procur¬ 
ed  from  the  Hawntown  mill  nine  miles  away.  He  re¬ 
turned  home  for  breaking  teams  and  started  back  to 
Iowa  in  May  accompanied  by  Reuben  Irons.  Each 
had  two  yoke  of  oxen,  one  of  Henry’s  belonged  to  his 
father.  They  took  bedding,  clothes,  meat,  potatoes, 
flour  etc.,  from  home,  bought  an  ax  in  Rockford,  and 
at  twelve  mile  grove  cut  hickory  poles  and  made  bows 
for  their  wagon,  covering  them  with  a  woven  quilt. 
They  slept  there  the  first  night,  in  the  morning  it  was 
raining,  but  they  managed  to  keep  the  flour  dry.  The 
roads  were  in  such  a  condition  that  with  the  four 
yoke  team  they  could  just  get  through.  Reuben  pre¬ 
empted  land  cornering  with  Henry’s.  While  one  plow¬ 
ed  the  other  cut  timber,  or  took  a  hike  to  Hawntown 
nine  miles  away  with  the  dull  plow  lays  on  Ids  should¬ 
er,  while  the  man  at  home  proceeded  to  dull  the  other 
one.  Reuben  returned  to  Illinois  in  July  taking  his  ox¬ 
en  and  Henry’s  father’s  oxen  with  him.  Henry  stayed 
and  worked  out  by  the  day  at  anything  he  could  get 
to  do,  made  his  home  with  his  nearest  neighbors,  Mc- 
Keans,  two  miles  away.  In  harvest  he  got  a  dollar  a 
day.  That  fall  he  built  a  log  house  KixlH,  one  story, 
hewed  inside  and  out  and  chinked.  That  winter  he 
cut  timber  for  fencing  and  went  home  for  a  visit. 
Reuben  Irons  returned  with  him  in  the  spring,  bring¬ 
ing  a  cow  from  home.  The  Mississippi  was  yet  cover¬ 
ed  with  ice,  but  unsafe  for  the  oxen,  so  they  left  tin* 
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cattle  at  Savannah  and  went  on  to  McKean's  and  re¬ 
turned  with  Henry's  oxen.  Henry  had  a  pair  of  skates, 
they  borrowed  a  cutter  and  he  shoved  three  loads 
across  from  Savannah  to  Sabnla,  a  distance  of  three 
miles,  making  eighteen  miles  in  all.  He  took  the 
wagon  box  acroos  and  Reuben,  who  could  not  skate, 
brought  the  things  to  the  bank  and  took  the  running 
gears  across.  They  left  the  cattle  until  it  broke  up  in 
t lie  snring.  It  was  nearlv  dark  when  they  were  readv 
to  start  to  McKeans,  twelve  miles  away,  and  so  cold 
they  must  walk  to  keep  warm.  The  next  morning  they 
moved  to  Henry's  new  house,  put  up  the  stove  they 
had  brought  with  them,  and  went  to  batching. 


They  hauled  up  the  logs,  split  them  into  rails,  and 
built  a  stake  and  rider  fence  around  the  land  they  had 
broken.  Then  they  planted  their  crop,  first  three 
acres  of  wheat  that  brought  them  forty  cents  per  bu¬ 
shel,  31  acres  of  corn  which  they  tended  with  the  oxen 

•/ 

and  sold  at  twenty  and  twenty-five  cents.  I  don't  re- 

«,  «/ 

member  the  yield,  but  remember  hearing  it  said  that 
twenty-five  to  thirty  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre  was 
a  good  yield  on  those  raw  prairies.  They  broke  more 
land,  dropped  potatoes  in  the  furrows  and  in  this  way 
raised  twenty  bushels.  They  buried  them  in  a  pit  in 
the  fall  and  the  pocket  gophers  kindly  assisted  them  in 
disposing  of  them.  They  kept  the  flour  under  the 
bed,  put  the  bows  of  the  wagon  over  the  bed  and  cov- 
ered  them  the  same  as  on  the  wagon,  consequently 
when  the  rain  came  trickling  down  through  the  slabs 
the  bo  vs  were  dry  as  well  as  the  flour.  The  first  year 
Mr.  Miller  cut  their  grain  with  a  hand  rake  reaper. 
The  Miller  farm  was  five  miles  east  of  the  boys.  They 
bound  for  Miller  to  pay  for  it,  cut  hay  for  themselves, 
changed  work  to  get  their  threshing  done,  and  did 
their  fall  plowing.  Reuben  bought  a  hundred  pounds 
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of  bacon  of  Miller  taking  the  lead  oxen  of  both  teams 

to  make  the  trip  to  get  it.  They  were  used  to  leading 

and  wanted  to  this  trip,  consequently  they  ran  most  of 

the  way.  The  boys  bound  grain  to  pay  for  the  bacon. 

They  were  not  experienced  bread  makers,  for  them, 

so  they  made  sour  milk  bread  and  baked  it  in  a  kettle 

set  in  hot  ashes  and  covered  with  coals,  in  this  way 

they  baked  enough  in  the  morning  to  last  them  the 

day.  They  took  turns  cooking,  when  one  cooked  the 

other  did  the  outside  chores.  That  winter  they  haul- 

«/ 

ed  off  their  corn  and  cut  more  timber.  The  next  win¬ 
ter  Reuben  returned  to  Illinois  and  married  Henry’s 

«/ 

sister  Eliza.  Palmer  Pickard  helped  them  back  to 
Iowa  in  the  spring  of  1853.  The  Irons  lived  with 
Henry  three  and  a  half  years,  then  built  on  their  own 
place.  Henry  batched  awhile,  then  Candace,  his  sis¬ 
ter,  kept  house  for  him  until  she  married,  then  his  sis¬ 
ter  Mary  came.  Reuben  and  Henry  each  owned  a 
horse  the  latter  years  they  were  together.  When  Reu¬ 
ben  moved  they  each  kept  a  team  of  horses.  Henry 
signed  his  pre-emption  papers  over  to  his  father  who 
laid  a  Mexican  land  grant  on  it  for  $135  and  deeded  it 
back  to  Henry.  Henry  batched  and  had  different 
housekeepers  for  seven  years  until  he  was  married  to 
Henrietta  Whitwood.  They  were  married  at  the  At¬ 
wood  home.  Reuben  Irons  lived  in  Iowa  years, 

and  took  $16,000  back  to  Illinois  with  him.  Truman 
Wilson  married  Anna  Atwood,  and  they  lived  for  sev¬ 
en  years  one  mile  from  Henry’s.  Henry  built  to  his 
house  as  necessity  required,  first  another  log  room 
similar  to  the  first,  then  a  small  frame  building  of  one 
room  boarded  up  and  down  and  battened,  these  were 
built  in  a  row  end  to  end.  The  four  eldest  children 
first  saw  the  light  in  the  old  log  house. 
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In  1868  the  new  stone  house  was  completed,  and 

this  was  the  Atwood  home  until  1890.  Here  many 

«/ 

happy  days  were  spent.  Here  the  girls  were  married 
and  went  to  homes  of  their  own.  The  last  five  years 
none  of  the  children  were  home  except  the  oldest  boy. 
They  sold  the  farm  in  1890  and  bought  a  home  in 
Reinbeck  intending  to  retire  from  active  life,  as  the 
years  of  hard  work  were  beginning  to  tell,  but  the 
Mother  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond  a  couple  of  months 
after  the  change  was  decided  upon,  and  before  the 
move  was  made.  The  Reinbeck  house  was  sold,  and 
Henry  made  his  home  amongst  his  children  for  several 
years,  then  went  to  live  with  his  sister,  Anna  Wilson, 
in  Zion  City,  Illinois,  where  he  passed  this  life  in  Feb- 

ruary,  1915  1164527 


Strict  integrity  was  the  maxim  of  this  God  fear- 
ing,  unpretentious  man.  In  all  his  long  life  he  never 
tried  to  defraud  any  man,  was  always  held  in  great 
esteem  by  his  neighbors,  and  his  word  was  not  ques¬ 
tioned  in  businees  dealings.  He  came  from  a  family 
of  high  principals  of  honor,  and  anything  foreign  to 

this  seemed  never  to  enter  his  mind.  Always  a  hard 

«/ 

working  man,  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  was  not 
content  to  sit  idle  at  night  until  every  one  was 
through  with  the  work.  He  lived  in  a  time  when  to 
accomplish  much  labor  was  quite  an  honor;  not  like 
today,  when  to  do  as  little  as  possible  and  to  get  as 
much  as  possible  for  that  little  seems  to  be  the  chief 
end  of  man.  There  were  no  automobiles  in  his  earlier 
days,  he  had  horses,  but  would  walk  to  Lyons  twelve 
miles  away,  wouldn’t  bother  with  a  team  unless  there 
was  something  to  bring  that  he  could  not  well  carry. 
He  used  to  walk  to  DeWitt,  then  the  County  Seat  of 
Clinton  County,  twenty-two  miles  away,  transact  the 
business  of  himself  and  neighbors  such  as  paying  tax- 
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es,  etc.,  and  then  walk  back  home  the  same  day.  The 
modern  man  must  needs  have  an  automobile  to  ac¬ 
complish  the  feat. 

Not  only  did  he  labor  with  his  hands,  but  for  the 
betterment  of  his  fellow  man.  Always  giving  a  willing 
hand  to  those  needing  or  wanting  help,  and  his  faith 
in  the  integrity  of  his  fellow  man  was  so  sincere  that 
he  many  times  misplaced  confidence  to  his  financial 
loss.  Always  a  church  and  Sunday  school  worker. 

ft/  ft/ 

The  years  when  this  family  were  together  in  the  Clin- 
ton  County  home  the  family  and  the  help  were  gather¬ 
ed  both  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  day,  when  he 
read  a  chapter  from  his  book  of  all  books,  the  Bible, 
and  offered  a  prayer  to  the  giver  of  all  good.  One 
sweet  memory  that  we  shall  always  cherish  is  the  de- 
votion  of  the  father  and  mother  to  each  other.  Always 

ft/ 

they  seemed  to  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  each 
other,  and  never  an  ill  or  cross  word  betwixt  them  was 
ever  heard.  The  passing  of  that  devoted  wife  left  a 
blank  in  his  life  that  in  the  twenty-five  years  that  he 
survived  her  was  always  apparent. 

I  pray  that  we  who  survive  him  may  leave  as 
clear  a  record  on  the  Book  of  Life  as  this  humble  man. 

Read  by  May  Atwood  Stewart. 


THE  ATWOOD  FAMILY 


37 


Family  of  Patten  and  Anna  B.  Atwood 

t/ 

Taken  Feb.  15th,  1886 

on  the  day  following'  parents  60th  anniversary 
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In  1924  Mr.  Norton  of  Sanderstead 
'ourt  kindly  sent  me  several  photo¬ 
graphs,  including  two  of  the  coat  of 
irms,  taken  at  close  range  when  shad- 
>ws  brought  out  the  detail.  C.  G.  Att¬ 
wood,  78  Bellevue  St.,  Boston  32,  made 
irawings  from  these,  replacing  the  or¬ 
iginal  stone  work  by  an  oak  wreath,  to 
be  colored  in  pale  autumn  tints.  You 
will  notice  the  field  itself  is  a  conven¬ 
tional  acorn.  This  is  red.  The  lion  is 
silver,  as  is  crest  and  edge  of  field.  The 
three  acorns  are  golden,  with  base  of 
crest  red  and  gold.  The  hand  itself 
may  be  flesh  color  or,  black  as  if  in 
armor.  We  have  tried  name  scroll  var¬ 
ious  ways,  black  on  silver  is  as  plain  as 
any.  The  date  tabs  may  be  omitted,  or 
last  date  changed  to  suit. 

We  have  a  few  heavy  sheets  with  this 
coat  of  arms  in  outline  only,  suitable 
for  coloring,  made  by  P.  R.  Atwood, 
Chicago,  copy  mailed  for  85  cents.  Or 


Mr.  Attwood  will  color  one  for  you,  in 
artist’s  colors,  details  to  your  order,  for 
$4.85.  These  sheets  are  about  8  1-2  by 
11  and  may  be  mounted  on  a  larger 
page  for  framing. 

Orders  may  be  sent  to  either  E.  F. 
Atwood,  Sisseton,  S.  D.,  or  C.  G.  Att¬ 
wood. 

These  arms,  with  field  sown  with 
golden  acorns,  were  those  used  by  Att¬ 
wood,  whose  family  existed  in  Saxon 
times;  with  six  acorns  were  m  use  in 
early  Norman  times.  Crests  are  var¬ 
ious,  our  branch,  of  County  Surrey, 
using  “cubit  arm  and  battle  axe,  pro¬ 
per.”  Gloucestershire  Atwoods  used 
demi  lady  with  golden  scales  and  bal¬ 
ances. 

Essex,  Devon  and  some  other  families 
of  Atwood  are  entirely  distinct,  judging 
by  arms  used. 


E.  F.  A. 
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|  M.  June  17,  1924  to 
i  Gladvs  H.  Luch"s 
I  B.  Mar.  21,  1900 
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Henry  Atwood 
B.  I)unag3,  Canada 
Aug.  24,  1828 
D.  Jan.  12,  1915 
M.  June  1,  1858 
Henrietta  Whitwood 
B.  Courtland,  N.  Y. 

March  16,  1833 
D.  Nov.  24,  1890 


May 

B.  Clin'on  Co.  Ia. 

May  9,  1859 
D. 

M.  Bryant,  la  Se  it. 
15,  1880 

John  R.  Stewart, 
Scotand 
B.  Oct.  21,  1852 
D. 

Carrie 

B.  Clinton  Co.,  Ia., 
Oct.  3,  1861 
D.  July  10,  1917 
M.  June  1,  1883 
James  Douglas  Mor¬ 
rison,  Pike  Co.,  Ill. 
B.  Dec.  4,  1850 
|  D. 

Aithur  W. 

B.  Clinton  Co.  Ia. 

Sept.  14,  1863 
D. 

M.  July  1,  1896 
Sarah  J.  Watson 
B.  Dec.  23,  1867 
D.  Nov.  1926 
Henry  Ernest, 

B.  Oct.  9,  1865 
D. 

M.  Lyons,  Ia.  March 
30,  1886 

Marie  Evaline  Schn- 
eller 
I  B. 

D. 

Patten  H. 

I). 

Clinton  Co.  Ia.  Oct.  2, 
1870 

M.  Oct.  5,  1891 
Mary  Sophronia 
Northam 
B.  July  15,  1869 
Bertie,  Jan.  24,  1878 
D.  Jan.  24,  1878 
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Paul  Atwood 


Fredrick  Douglas 
B.  March  9,  1884 
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Henrietta 
B.  June  25,  1891 
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Eliza  Atwood 
B.  Long  Woods,  Can¬ 
ada,  Mar.  2%„  1830 
D.  June  23,  1916  A 
M.  “Homestead”  Jan. 
5,  1853 

Reuben  Henry  Irons 
Janesville,  Ohio 
B.  Aug.  18,  1826 
D.  Dec.  22,  1898 


Franklin  Lewis 
B.  Clinton  Co.  Iowa 
Jan.  4,  1854 
D.  Nov.  10,  1891 
M.  Rockford,  Ill.  Jan. 
27,  1876,  Maria 
Scovi’le,  Camden, 

N.  Y. 

B.  Oct.  20,  1853 
D. 

Lydia  E. 

B.  Feb.  8,  1855 
D.  April  17,  1855 
Charles  L. 

B.  Clinton  Co.  Iowa 
Mar.  17,  1856 
D. 

M.  Iowa,  July  25, 
1882 

1st  M.  Emma  Alger, 
Scranton,  Iowa 
B.  Dec.  22,  1865 
D.  May  16,  1898 
M.  Iowa,  Dec.  27,  1905 
2nd.  M.  Marie  Max¬ 
well.  Vail,  Iowa 
B.  Dec.  13,  1874 
I). 

Anna  El'zabeth^ 

B.  Clinton,  Co.  Iowa 
Dec.  19,  1857 

D./1*  |  ii/if/  /*  • 

M. .Rockford,  Ill.  Feb. 
20  1883 

Walter  Dwight  Bel- 
shaw  *■*" 

B.  Herkimer  Co.  N. 
Oct.  17,  1851 

D.W#f^U./  /  A. 

George  P. 

B.  Iowa,  April  6,  1860 
D.  Oct.  10,  186,1 
Lavina  May 
B.  Iowa,  May  23,  1861 
D.  Oregon  Citv,  Ore. 
Feb.  1894 

M.  Rockfo  d,  Ill.  Oct. 

11,  1981 
Henry  Fcote 
B.  June  18,  1859 
I). 

Edward  L.  Irons 
B.  Dec.  4,  1862 
I).  Oct.  17,  1863 
Eltor>  H. 

B.  Cherry  Valley,  111. 

June  29,  1870 
D.  Sept.  27,  1870 
Sylvester 

B.  March  1,  1872 
D.  March  12,  1872 


Scrantan,  la.  Jan. 
,  1877 
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Chas.  Irons  and 
Emma  Alger 


Edith  May 

B.  May  16,  1883 

D. 

M.  Le  Mars,  la.  S^pt. 
2,  1903 

W.  Douglas  Simmons 
B. 

D. 


[  Cora  S. 

B.  July  27,  1885 
D. 

M.  Kingsley,  Jan.  29, 
1903 

Albert  E.  Twogood 
|  B.  Feb.  13,  1879 
|  Div. 

M.  Jack  Gallaway, 
Mar.  6,  1921. 

B.  June  11,  1886, 

Southerv,  Norfolk 
England 
D. 

|  Lew  F. 

B.  Feb.  15,  1887 
D. 

M  Sioux  City,  la. 

May  7,  1909 
Ruth  Twogood 
B.  June  27,  1888 
D. 

Earl  (Died) 

Rea  (Died) 


Clifford 

B.  Kingsley,  July  26, 
1904 
D. 

Maude 

B.  Feb.  26,  1906 
D. 

Edna 

B.  May  7,  1909 
D. 

Lee 

B.  Correctionville,  la. 

Jan.  21,  1914 
D. 


Thelma 

B.  Nov.  19,  1911 
I). 

Elna 

B.  Mar.  31,  1913 
I). 

Darwin 

B.  July  29,  1915 
I). 

Frank 

B.  May  20,  1920 
D. 


Ruth 

B.  May  11,  1892 
I). 

M.  Sioux  City, 
June  25,  1913 
B.  Sept.  7,  1887 
I). 


Adlyn 

B.  Dec.  15,  1914 
D. 

Paul 

B.  Aug.  20,  1921 
D. 


Maude 

B.  Sept.  19,  1897 
D.  April,  1898 
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Walter  S.  Riehai'd  on 
B.  Jan.  25,  1883 


Archie  Joel  ftr—teiy  12,  19f&» 

B.  Portland  Ore.  Mar. 

6,  1890  Mary  Lucile 

D.  B.  Dec.  23,  1918 
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Lavina  Irons 
and 

Henry  Foote 


I  Eura  Vina 
!  B.  Rockford,  Ill.  Aug. 
I  13,  1882 

D yVr •//./£*  y 

1- M.  Lake  Greneva, 
Wis. 

Aug  28,  1907 
John  C.  Jensen 
B.  Waupaca,  Wise. 

Oct.  3,  1874 
Div.  1917 

2- M.  Portland,  Ore. 
Sept  28,  1921 

Chas.  E.  Lundberg 
B.  Dec.  10,  1860 
D.  Mar.  10,  1928 
Baby  Boy 
B.  Aug.  1883 
D.  1883 

Hazel  Eliza,  Rockford 
Ill. 

B.  Oct.  1,  1884 
D.  Jan.  22,  1898 

Earl  Glenwood 
B.  Sept.  6,  1885 
I  D. 

1- M.  Rockford  Ill. 

!  Sept.  6,  1906 

Marval  Lela  Byers 
I  Div.  Oct.  1912" 

2- M.  Rockford,  Ill. 

Oct.  20,  1913 

Lillian  Naatz 

B.  July  24,  1893 
D. 

Bennie 

B.  Oregon  City,  O.e. 
1889 

I  D.  1891 
Bernita 

B.  Oregon  Citv,  Ore. 

Feb.  2,  1891 

I). 

Baby 

B.  Feb.  1894 
D. 


D.  1894 

Katherine  Vina 

B.  Belcit,  Wise.  June 

15,  1914 
D. 

Robt.  Foote 
B.  Rockford,  Ill.  Apr. 

28,  1916 
D. 

Donald  Earl 
B.  Sycamore,  Ill.  Nov. 

1,  1917 

D. 

Louise  Lundberg 
B.  Portland  Ore.  Mar. 

16,  1923 


Arlie  Beinita,  De- 
Kalb,  Ill. 

B.  Aug.  14,  1915 
D. 

Ma  y  Ann  Virginia 
Dekalb,  Ill. 

B.  May  15,  1919 
Fredrick  Henry,  Bay 
Point,  Calif. 

B.  May  26,  1921 
D. 
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Lydia  Atwood 
B.  Long  Woods,  Can¬ 
ada,  Mar.  23,  1830 
D.  Jan.  3,  1900 
M.  Sept.  29,  1847 
“Homestead” 

Palmer  Pickard 
B.  Jan.  5,  1820 
D.  April  12,  1896 


Jane  E. 

B.  Sept.  8,  1851,  Har¬ 
lem,  Ill. 

D.  March,  29,  1916 
Chas.  City,  la. 

1- M.  Feb.  10,  1875, 
Harlem,  Ill. 

Chas.  F.  Greeley 

B.  March  16,  1844,  N. 
Hampshire 

D.  June  5,  1888 

2- M.  Oct.  24,  1895 
Chas  City,  la. 

1  Samuel  H.  Waddell 

B.  April  17,  1831 

Bridgewater,  N.  Y. 

D.  May  7,  1915 


Edgar  J. 

B.  Dec.  16,  1853  Har¬ 
lem,  Ill. 

I). 

1- M.  Dec.  7,  1876 
Laura  E.  Maxon 

i  Div. 

2- M.  Aug.  28,  1900 
|  Ada  Newton 


Ella  M. 

B.  May  26,  1861,  Har¬ 
lem,  Ill.  ^ 

i  D.  'f+* 

M.  March  12,  1885, 
Harlem,  Ill. 

James  H.  Butler 
B.  Sept.  12,  1859 
I  D. 
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Alfred  F. 

B.  Nov.  13,  1863 
D. 

M.  Aug*.  20,  1885, 
Stillvalley,  Ill. 
Catherine  McLa*  en 
B.  Oct.  16,  1861 
D.  Nov.  29,  1902 

Lydia 

Palmer  Pickard 

Albert  H. 

B.  Dec.  20,  1867 
D. 

M.  Dec.  20,  1892. 

Riverton,  la. 
Frances  Hall 
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Patten  Atwood 
B.  March  10,  1843 
D. 

M.  June  26,  1870 
Emma  Catlin 
B.  Feb  2,  1848 
D.  Feb.  27,  1919 


]  Levi 

B.  Aug.  7,  1872 
D. 

1  M.  Aug..  15,  1898 
Blanche  Booker 
Div. 

2-M.  Aug.  29,  1917 
Iduma  Hughes 
B. 

D. 

Howard 

B.  F.b.  11,  1875 

D. 

1- M.  Oct  9,  1907 
Marie  Jones 

B. 

D.  Jan.  27,  1917 

2- M.  July  20,  1918 
Ann  J.  Jones 

B. 

D. 

Carrie 

B.  Feb.  2,  1878 

D. 

M.  Dec.  27,  1900 
Rev.  Wm.  A.  Mont¬ 
gomery 

i  B.  July  16,  1872 
James 

B.  July  24,  1881 
D 

M.  Dec.  27,  1906 
Myra  Cadby 
B.  Dec.  5,  1882 
D. 

Seth  B. 

B.  Aug.  24,  1886 
D. 

i  M.  Aug.  31,  1910 
Mae  Glanville 
B. 

D. 
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Harriet  Atwood 
B.  Dec.  21,  1844 
D.  Mar.  3,  1914 
M.  Oct.  9,  1867 
Wm.  H.  Eldredge 
B.  Dec.  21,  1842 
D.  Jan.  31,  1914 


Myrtle  May 
B.  Aug.  17,  1868 
D.  Dec.  9,  1916 
M.  Oct.  14,  1896 
Leonard  J.  McCrea 
B.  Dec.  31,  1860 
D. 

Wm.  Judson 
B.  Nov.  21,  1869 
D.  Feb.  20,  1870 
Rosa  Belle 
B.  Aug.  5,  1871 
D. 

M.  March  12,  1895 
B.  Franklin  Blunk 
B.  Aug.  15,  1869 
D. 

!  Willis  Daniel 
B.  June  8,  1875 
D.  Sept.  1,  1875 
Fred  Roy 
B.  Sept.  7,  1876 
D. 

M.  April  29,  1903 
Nellie  Emerson 
B.  Sept.  14,  1877 
D. 

Alice  Edna 
i  B.  July  15,  1880 
D.  March  5,  1904 
!  M.  Sept.  4,  1901 
!  George  Herbert 
Gesley 

B.  Nov.  1875 
D. 

Hylah  Ray 

B.  Aug.  20,  1882 

D. 

M.  April  24,  1907 
Clyde  Brush  Gates 
B.  Feb.  25,  1885 
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Officers  Elected  Since  Organization 

July  4  1911  at  Uncles  Philip’s  and  Patten’s 
210-212  North  1st  St,  Rockford,  Ill. 

Pres.  Fred  Pickard,  Sec-Treas,,  Nellie  Eldredge 
Com.  George  and  Seth  Atwood. 

Aug.  20,  1912  at  Fred  Pickard’s  Farm 
Harlsm  Township,  Ill. 

Pres.  Seth  Atwood 

Sec.-Treas.,  Nellie  Eldredge 

Com.  Myra  Atwood,  and  John  A.  Atwood. 

Aug.  20,  1913  at  Myrtle  Eldredge  McCrea’s 

Afton,  Wis. 

Pres.  George  Atwood,  Sec.-Treas.,  Nellie  Eldredge, 

Com.  Walter  Richardson,  Roy  Atwood. 

June  24,  1914  at  George  Atwood’s 

Roscoe,  Ill. 

Pres.  Philip  Atwood,  Sec.-Treas.,  Nellie  EM  edge 
Com.  Walter,  Myra  and  Melvin  Atwood 

Aug.  19,  1915  at  Walter  Myers 
Pecatonica,  Ill. 

Pres.  Patten  Atwocd  I,  Sec.-Treas.,  Nellie  Eldredge. 

Com.  Roy  Atwocd,  James  Atwood 

Walter  Richardson,  Fred  Eldredge. 

Aug  16,  1916  at  Fred  Eldrcdge’s — Cottage 

Beloit,  Wis. 

Pres.  Joseph  Atwood,  Sec.-Treas.,  NeTie  Eldvedge 
Com.  May  Stewart,  Andrew  Wilson,  Roy  Atwcod  and  At¬ 
wood  Iowa  cousins. 

June  19-20,  1917  at  WPlard  Hall 
Waterloo,  Iowa 

Pres.  John  A.  Atwood,  Sec.-Treas.,  NeTie  Eldr:dge. 

Vice  Pres.  Carrie  Atwood 

Com  Messrs  and  Mesdames  Walter  S.  Richardson,  Fr?d 
Eldredge. 
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June  20-21,  1918  at  Jennie  Belshaw  R'chardsons 
Roscoe,  Ill.  Methodist  Church 

Pres.  John  Stewart,  Sec.-Treas.,  Nellie  Eldredge. 

Com.  William  Wilson  and  Beit  Pickard. 

June  24-25,  1919  Willard  Hall 
at  Waterloo,  Iowa 

Pres.  Archie  J.  Belshaw,  Sic.-Treas.,  Nellia  Eld: edge. 
Com.  William  W.  Scott  and  Fred  Pickard. 

June  22-23,  1920;  W.  C.  T.  U.  Hostess  House 

N.  Rockford,  Ill. 

Pres.  Bert  Pickard,  Sec.-Treas.,  Nellie  Eldredge. 

Com.  Chas.  Wilson,  Carrie  Montgomery. 

June  20-21,  1921,  Willard  Hall 
Waterloo,  Iowa 

Pres.  Philip  Atwood,  Sec.-Treas.,  Nellie  Eldredge. 

Com.  William  Scott  and  Fred  Eldredge. 

June  20-21,  1922,  State  St.  Baptist  Church 
at  Rockford,  Ill.  and  (“Homestead”) 

Pres.  John  Wilson 

Vice  Pres.  John  Stewait,  Sec.-Treas.,  Bernicj  Be’shaw. 
Com.  selected  by  officers. 

June  20-21,  1923,  Willard  Hall 
Waterloo,  Iowa 

Pres.  William  W.  Scott 
Vice  Pres.  John  Atwood 
Sec.-Treas.,  Bernice  Belshaw. 


June  25,26,  1924,  3rd  Presby.  Church 

Rockford,  Ill. 

Pres.  Wm.  Wilson 

Vice  Pres.  Bert  Pickard 

Sec.-Treas.,  Bernice  Belshaw. 
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June  25-26,  1925,  Willard  Hall 
Waterloo,  Iowa 

Pres.  Melvin  Atwood 
Vice  Pres.  John  Atwood 
Sec.-Treas.,  Bernice  Belshaw 

June  1926 — 3rd  Presby.  Church 
N.  Rockford,  Ill. 

Pres.  Carrie  Montgomery 
Vice  Pres.  Harrison  Kober 
Sec.-Treas.,  Jennie  B.  Richardson 

June  1927,  Willard  Hall 
Waterloo,  Iowa 

Pres.  Fred  Eldredge 

Vice  Pres.  Melvin  L.  Atwood 

Sec.-Treas.,  Jennie  B.  Richardson 
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At  the  Call  of  Our  Country 
On  the  Atwood  Service  Flag  1918 

Harry  John  Andrus 

Paul  Atwood  Stewart 

Reuben  Lester  Belshaw  *  gold  star 

Charles  Franklin  Belshaw 

John  Albert  Belshaw 

Alfred  Earl  Pickard 

Clifford  Van  Pickard 

Carl  Emmons 

Henry  B.  Reis 

Vernon  Fiske 


Elmer  Atwood 
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ADDRESSES 


Atwood,  Dr.  Albert  H.  R.  52  N.  Laramie  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 
Atwood,  Arthur  Jerome,  Idaho 

Atwood,  Arthur  Jr.  Sunnyvale,  Cal'f. 

Atwood,  Norris  El  Paso,  Texas 

Atwood,  Elijah  Francis  Sissston,  South  Dakota 

Atwood,  Henry  Ernest  “Melita  Farm”  Portage,  Washington 


Atwood,  Dale 
Atwood,  Harold 
Atwood,  Home  .* 
Atwood,  Henry 
Atwood,  Howard 
Atwood,  Bert 
Atwood,  Ernest  H. 
Atwood,  George 
Atwood,  James 
Atwood,  Seth  B. 


Arcwarna  Farm”  White  Bluffs,  Wash. 

Armstrong,  Iowa 
4111  Colby  Ave.,  Everett,  Wash. 

LeMais,  Iowa 
1496  South  Lime  St.,  Riverside,  Calif. 

Canton,  S.  Dakota 
Irton,  Iowa 
Roscce,  Ill. 

1826  Nat'onal  Ave  ,  Rockford,  Ill. 
1605  National  Ave.,  Rockford  Ill. 


Atwood,  Joseph  B,  Mrs.  314  N.  Winnebago  St ,  Rockford,  Ill. 


Atwood,  John  Roy 
Atwood,  Patten  B. 

Atwood,  John  Albert 
Atwood,  Melvin 
Atwood,  Levi 
Atwood,  Patten  Wm. 
Atwood,  Elmer 
Atwood,  Patten  Henry 
Atwood,  Nellie 
Atwood,  Ray 
Atwwod,  Ralph  E 
Atwood,  Nathan  J. 
Atwood,  Albert 
Atwood,  Dr.  Harry 
Anderson,  Edwin 
Amsden,  John  Ross 
Andrus,  Max  L. 


1103  20th  St.,  Rockford,  Ill. 
212  N.  1st  St.  Rockford,  Ill. 

535  N.  Winnebago  St.,  Rockford,  Ill. 

1420  Jackson  St.,  Rockford,  Ill. 
2016  Van  Hise  St.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Canton,  S.  Dakota 
Irton,  Iowa 
Armstrong  Iowa 
LeMars,  Iowa 
LeMars,  Iowa 
N.  Dak. 
Stillman  Valley,  Ill. 
Davis  Junction,  Ill. 
7351  Harvard  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Willow  City,  N.  Dak. 
Scranton,  Iowa 


R.  R.  No.  5,  Mora,  Minn. 
Andrus,  Raymond  Joel  2nd  Ave.,  9th  St.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

%  W.  B.  Forshay  Co. 
Andrus,  Harry  4111  Belle  Plains  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Andrus,  Henry  624  Park  Ave.,  Rockford,  Ill. 

Andrus,  Dr.  S.  Claude  624  Park  Ave.,  Rockford,  Ill. 
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Belshaw,  Wallace  R.  R.  No.  2,  Pecatonica,  Ill. 

Belshaw,  Walter  R.  R.  No.  2,  Pecatonica,  Ill. 

Belshaw,  Charles  F.  223  W.  Gregory  St ,  Dearborn,  Mich. 
Belshaw,  Archie  Joel  1317  Custer  Ave,,  Rockford,  II!. 

Belshaw,  Florence  Fort  949  N.  Court  St.,  Rockford,  Ill. 

Belshaw,  John  Albert 
Bent,  Merton 
Bogen,  Harry 
Butler,  Carl 
Butler,  James  H. 

Blunk,  Frank 
Brooks,  Ella  Wilson 
Brinegar,  Etta  W. 

Bly,  Ida 
Burt,  Clark 
Cooper,  Albeit  C. 

Christiansen,  Axel 
Draper,  Thaddeus, 

Dennis,  Ed 
Eldredge,  Fred 
Eldredge,  Lester 
Eldredge,  Ruth 
Emmons,  Carl 
Emmons,  Rowe 

French,  Ernest  (Mrs.  Frederick  Morrison)  LaMont,  Idaho 


R.  R.  No.  3,  Nashua,  Iowa 

LeMars,  Iowa 
514  Laura  Ave.,  Wichita,  Kansas 
713  5th  St.,  Alva,  Oklahoma 

Hebron,  Ill. 

Olive,  Montana 
535  N.  Winnebago  St.,  Rockford,  Ill. 

Forsythe,  Montana 
LeMars,  Iowa 
00  W.  Brundage,  Sheridan,  Wyoming 

Broadwater,  Nebraska 
Forsythe,  Montana 
351  W.  Grand  Ave.,  Beloit,  Wis. 
332  S.  Palomares  St.  Pomona,  Calif. 
615  Texas  St.,  Pomona  Calif. 


<■* 

L. 


Fifield,  Albert 
Fiske,  Vernon 
Foote,  Henry 
Foote,  Earl 
Foote,  Bernita, 


Fullerton,  Henry  Jacob  “Dick” 
Frank,  Andrew 
Fiske,  Dewey 
Gallaway,  Jack 
Greeley,  John 
Greeley,  Ross 
Gibbs,  Percy 
Gustin,  Blanche 
Gesley,  George 
Gates,  Clyde  B. 

Hobart,  Paul 
Hitt,  Geo. 


1762  Hennepin,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 
273  E.  11th  St.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 

Fontana,  Wis. 
Rhododendron,  Wash. 
5756  W.  Dorchester  Ave.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Rockford,  Iowa 
Mt.  Auburn,  Iowa 
Pecatonica,  Ill. 


651  Forest  Ave 


Ortonville,  Minn. 
S.  Pasadena,  Calif. 
213  E.  Grant  St.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Sunnyvale,  Calif. 
Dickens,  Iowa 
R.  R.  No.  27  Beloit,  Wjs. 
R.  R.  No.  4  Woodstock,  Ill. 

Roscoe,  Ill. 
LaPorte,  City,  Iowa 
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Harmon,  A.  J. 

Howes,  Laurence 
Howells,  Tho.  W.  Jr. 
Irons,  Chas. 

Irons,  Lew 
Irons,  Mrs.  Maria 
Irons,  L.  Minnie 
Jackson,  Dr.  J.  M. 
Johnson,  Fred 
Kober,  Harrison 
King,  J.  Chester 
King,  Frank 
King,  Silas  W.  Jr. 
King.  Silas  W.  Jr. 


South  Dakota 
S.  906  6th  Ave,,  Clinton,  Iowa 
22  W.  4th  St.,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. 

Kingsley,  Iowa 
Halliday,  N.  Dak. 
331  Forest  Ave.,  Rockford,  Ill. 

East  Lansing,  Mich. 
Jefferson,  Iowa 
L.  B.  412  Ruthven,  Iowa 
637  Kingsley  Ave  ,  Waterloo,  Iowa 

Dickens,  Iowa 
Dickens,  Iowa 
Dickens,  Iowa 
Dickens,  Iowa 

Lundberg,  Mrs.  Eura  Foote  1907  Van  Houton  St.,  Portland, 
Oregon. 

Reinbeck,  Iowa 
LaMont,  Idaho 
Denver,  Colo. 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 
Buckingham,  Iowa 
Willow  City,  N.  D. 
Willow  City,  N.  D. 
Pecatonica,  Ill. 
118  Bayliss  St.,  Rockford,  Ill. 
757  Orange  St.,  Riverside,  Cal. 
757  Orange  St ,  Riverside,  Calif. 
W.  1034  N.  8th  St.,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

913  Maple  St.,  Alva,  Okla. 
913  Maple  St.,  Alva,  Okla, 

Nashua,  Iowa 
Waverly,  Iowa 
R.  R.  No.  9  Rockford,  Ill. 
Lodge  Grass,  Mont. 
1012  Baltimore  St.,  Waterloo,  Iowa 
459  Park  St ,  Sheridan  Wyoming 

Miller,  Neb. 
Sauk  Center,  Minn. 
Otter,  Mont. 
Dickens,  Iowa 
Dickens,  Iowa 


Morrison,  James  D. 
Morrison,  Fred  D.  Jr., 
Marshall,  Guy  Webb 
Montgomery,  Rev.  Wm. 
Montgomery,  W.  A. 
Myers,  Clifford 
Myers,  Roy 
Myers,  Walter 
Myers,  Stanley 
McCrea,  Leonard  Sr. 
McCrea,  Leonard  Jr. 
Olive,  Ross 
Pickard,  Edgar 
Pickard,  Fred 
Pickard,  Bert 
Pickard,  Clifford 
Pickard,  Earl 
Prante,  Wm. 

Peterson,  Frank 
Pilley,  Thos. 

Quail,  Chas. 

Rathe,  Edwin  L. 

Ross,  Angus 
Rusk,  John 
Ries,  Henry 


96 


THE  ATWOOD  FAMILY 


Richardson,  Walter  S. 
Schultz,  Adolph  Fred 
Stockwell,  Levi 
Stockwell,  Mrs.  Arvilla 
Simmons,  Douglas 
Steffen,  John 
Strobshm,  John 
Stewart,  John  R. 
Stewart,  Jack  H. 
Stewait,  Paul 
Scott,  Wm. 

Smith,  Leslie, 

Thiel,  Dewey 
Teachout,  Robt. 
Waddell,  Geo.  S. 
Waddell,  Merrill 
Wilson,  Wm. 

Wilson,  John  W. 
Wilson,  Clayton 
Wilson,  Charles 
Wilson,  Ray 
Wilson,  Arthur 
Wilson,  Andrew 
Wilson,  George 
Wilson,  Clifford 
Wilson,  Claude 
Wilson,  Carl 
Wilson,  Glenn 
Wilson,  Oscar,  Dr. 
Wattenbarger,  Edgar 
Wagar,  Cecil 
Williams,  Frank 
Wilkinson,  Chas. 


Roscoe,  Ill. 
Box  36  Brookings,  S.  Dak. 

Rockton,  Ill. 
302  Hackett  St.,  Beloit,  Wis. 

Lawton,  Iowa 
Halliday,  Iowa 
Reinbeck,  Iowa 
Reinbeck,  Iowa 
LaVerne,  Minn. 
%  N.  Y.  Times,  New  York  City 
R.  F.  D.  10,  Rockford,  Ill. 
%  Martin  Morris  &  Co.,  Clinton,  Iowa 

Waterloo,  Iowa 
348  Stevens  Ave.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

West  Winfield,  N.  Y. 

Roscoe,  Ill. 
LaPorte  City,  Iow^a 
1817  20th  Ave  ,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Kingsley,  Iowa 
LaPorte  City,  Iowa 
Waterloo,  Iowa 
R.  F.  I).  LaPorte  City,  Iowa 
Mt.  Auburn,  Iowa 
Mt  Auburn,  Iowa 
Mt.  Auburn,  Iowa 
Dickens,  Iowa 
Lake  Park,  Iowa 
154  E.  Eiie  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Waynesville,  Ill. 
Canton,  S.  Dak. 
Willow  City,  N.  Dak. 
1421  Ruth  Ave.,  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

Sheridan,  Wyoming 


